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REPORT. 


The  Council  for  the  year  ending  8th  ISToveniber  1899 
have  to  report  to  the  Annual  Assembly  of  Academicians 
as  follows  : — 

I.  The  Seventy-third  Exhibition  was  opened  on  Satur- 
day the  18th  of  February,  and  was  closed  on  Saturday  the 
27th  of  May.  It  comprised  580  Paintings  in  Oil  and 
Water-Colour,  34  works  in  Sculpture,  60  Architectural 
Drawings,  a number  of  Etchings,  and  Drawings  in  Black 
and  White.  The  attendance  was  considerably  over  that  of 
the  preceding  year. 

II.  The  General  Assembly  of  the  Academy  will  be  called 
upon,  in  February  1900,  to  elect  two  Academicians  to  fill 
the  vacancies  caused  by  the  death  of  Alexander  Fraser  and 
John  Smart. 

III.  The  Librarian  and  the  Curators  of  the  Library  report 
as  follows  : — 

“The  Library  was  open  on  twenty-nine  evenings  during  the 
Session,  from  7th  November  1898  till  26th  June  1899,  inclusive. 
The  aggregate  attendance  was  209 — the  highest  figure  attained 
for  many  years  past ; and  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that,  as  in  the 
Sessions  immediately  preceding,  the  above  aggregate  is  largely  due 
to  the  attendance  of  the  students  of  the  Academy’s  Life  Class. 

“ The  number  of  volumes  borrowed  considerably  exceeds  the 
record  of  recent  years. 
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“ The  books,  drawings,  and  prints  are  in  good  order,  and 
catalogued  up  to  date. 

‘‘  Besides  the  various  Art  Periodicals,  the  following  works  have 
been  added  to  the  Library  : — 

“ Monographs  on  Artists  ” — Raphael,  Holbein,  Rembrandt, 
Vandyck, — by  H.  Knackfuss,  Professor  at  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Arts,  Cassel.  Translated  by  Campbell  Hodgson,  M.A.  London, 
1899.  Sup.  Royal  8vo. 

The  above  four  volumes  presented  by  W.  D.  M‘Kay,  R.8.A. 

“ La  Peinture  en  Europe,”  Le  Louvre,  La  Belgique,  La  Hollande. 
Par  Georges  Lafenestre,  Conservateur  des  Peintures  au  Musde 
National  du  Louvre,  et  Eugene  Richtenberger.  Paris.  Post  8vo. 

The  above  three  volumes  presented  by  W.  D.  M‘KAy,  R.S.A. 

‘‘  A Handbook  of  Anatomy  for  Art  Students,”  by  Arthur  Thomson, 
M.A.,  M.B.,  Professor  of  Human  Anatomy  in  the  University  of 
Oxford.  Oxford,  1899.  Sup.  Royal  8vo. 

Presented  by  the  Delegates  of  the  Clarendon  Press,  Oxford. 

“The  Life  and  Letters  of  Sir  John  Everett  Millais,  P.R.A.,  by 
his  son,  John  Guille  Millais.  London,  1899.  Imp.  8vo.  2 vols. 

“Gainsborough  and  his  Place  in  English  Art,  by  Sir  Walter 
Armstrong,  Director  of  the  National  Gallery  of  Ireland.  London, 
1898.  Sup.  Royal  8vo. 

(Signed)  “ W.  D.  M‘Kay,  Librarian. 

P.  W.  Adam,  Curator  of  the  Library. 

William  Letper,  Curator  of  the  Library.^' 

The  thanks  of  the  President  and  Council  were  duly  con- 
veyed to  the  respective  donors. 

IV.  The  Visitors  of  the  Life  School  report  as  follows  : — 

“The  Session  of  1898-99  commenced  on  lltli  November  1898 
and  finished  on  30th  June  1899.  There  were  124  meetings 
of  the  Class,  and  the  aggregate  attendance  amounted  to  1647. 

“ The  Visitors  of  the  Life  School  have  pleasure  in  reporting  on 
the  satisfactory  state  of  the  School  during  the  past  Session  ; in 
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the  regular  attendance  of  the  Students  and  their  earnestness  in 
maintaining  a high  standard  of  colour,  and  light  and  shade. 


(Signed)  “J.  Campbell  Noble,  Visitor. 

W.  Grant  Stevenson,  Visitor, 

G.  Ogilvy  Reid,  Visitor. 
Alexander  Roche,  Visitor.'' 

After  a careful  examination  of  the  studies,  the  Council 
awarded  the  Prizes  as  follows  : — 


The  Chalmers  Bursary, 

Extra  Prize  for  Painting, 

The  Chalmers- Jervise  Prize  for  | 
Best  Drawing  from  the  Life,  ) 
Extra  Prize  for  Drawing  from 
the  Life,  . . . J 

Maclaine-Watters  Medal,  . 

The  Keith  Prize  for  the  best  "1 
Work  of  a Student  in  this  - 
year’s  Exhibition,  . . J 

The  Stuart  Prize, 


Walter  G.  Grieve. 
George  Cruickshank. 

Reginald  H.  Campbell. 

Graham  Glen. 
Reginald  H.  Campbell. 

Reginald  H.  Campbell. 

Edward  W.  Kennedy. 


The  Council  are  glad  to  be  able  to  commend  the  work 
done  by  the  Students,  and  to  express  more  especially  their 
approbation  of  the  studies  in  colour,  and  in  black  and  white, 
to  which  the  prizes  have  been  awarded,  as  in  these  the  high 
standard  reached  in  recent  years  is  fully  maintained.  In 
regard  to  the  Stuart  Prize,  they  regret  that  it  has  called 
forth  only  four  competitive  designs  this  year.  To  one  of 
these,  a work  in  Sculpture,  the  prize  has  been  awarded  for 
the  special  qualities  desiderated,  namely,  composition  and 
design. 

V.  The  Council  regret  having  to  record  the  death, 
during  the  past  year,  of  Alexander  Eraser,  R.S.A.,  and 
John  Smart,  R.S.A. 

YI.  Alexander  Eraser,  E.S.A.,  was  born  at  AVoodcockdale, 
Linlithgowshire,  in  1828,  and  got  most  of  his  education  in 
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the  Grammar  School  of  Lanark.  He  early  showed  a taste 
for  Art,  and  received  his  first  instrnctions  from  his  father, 
who  was  an  able  amateur  artist.  Afterwards  he  was  sent  to 
Edinburgh,  and  entered  as  a student  the  Board  of  Trustees 
School.  He  studied  assiduously,  copied  in  the  Koyal  In- 
stitution, and  often  at  that  time,  in  company  with  his  friend, 
the  late  President  of  the  Academy,  Sir  William  Eettes 
Douglas,  went  on  sketching  expeditions  to  Warwickshire, 
Wales,  the  Trossachs,  and  other  parts  of  the  kingdom.  In 
1846  he  exhibited  in  the  Eoyal  Scottish  Academy  his  first 
picture,  a figure  subject,  entitled  ''  A Gipsy  Girl  in  Prison.” 
To  landscape  he  soon  gave  his  almost  exclusive  attention, 
and  in  this  branch  of  Art  achieved  great  success.  For 
the  purposes  of  his  Art  he  went  to  London  in  1866, 
where  he  resided  for  about  three  years.  An  indefatigable 
worker  both  in  oil  and  in  water-colour,  he  from  1846  to  1896 
was  constantly  represented  in  the  Annual  Exhibition  of  the 
Academy.  Among  his  principal  works  are  : — “ Skirts  of 
the  Forest,”  1850;  “ Lanercost  Abbey”  and  “Gipsy 
Tents,”  1856;  “Haymaking,”  1860;  “The  Forest  in 
Autumn,”  1863  ; “A  Summer  Day  in  the  Trossachs,”  1864  ; 
“In  the  Greenwood,”  1865;  “The  Forest  in  June”  and 
“A  Highland  Cottage,”  1866;  “Ealing  Bridge,  Surrey,” 
1870  ; “The  Cottar’s  Cornfield,”  1873;  “Trout  Stream,” 
1878;  “A  Hot  Summer  Day,”  1879.  He  was  elected  an 
Associate  of  the  Eoyal  Scottish  Academy  in  1858,  and  an 
Academician  in  1862.  During  tlie  latter  years  of  his  life 
he  suffered  from  a severe  rheumatic  affection,  which  im- 
paired his  power  in  painting.  His  death  took  place  at  his 
residence,  Eskside,  Musselburgh,  on  24th  May. 

VII.  John  Smart,  E.S.A.,  was  born  in  Leith  in  1838, 
and  was  educated  at  the  High  School  there.  He  was  appren- 
ticed to  his  father,  who  was  an  engraver,  and  as  a student 
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attended  the  Board  of  Trustees  School  of  Design,  where, 
during  his  course  of  study  from  1853  to  1858,  he  carried  off 
several  prizes.  Bor  a short  time  he  studied  landscape 
painting  under  Horatio  MacCulloch,  E.S.A.,  and  in  1860 
showed  his  first  picture  in  the  Koyal  Scottish  Academy, 
entitled  ‘'  Peep  through  the  Trees.”  Prom  that  time  on- 
wards he  was  a constant  and  liberal  contributor  to  its 
Annual  Exhibition.  Shortly  after  the  commencement  of 
his  Art  career,  he  painted  scenery  in  Wales  and  in  the 
Lowlands.  Subsequently  he  turned  his  attention  almost 
entirely  to  the  Highlands,  which  supplied  him  with  subjects 
for  a long  series  of  works.  The  most  important  include: 
— “ A Summer  Day  at  Donne,”  1864  ; “ Loch  Morer,  Inver ' 
ness-shire,”  1865  ; “ Where  the  Heather  Grows,”  1868  ; “ The 
Pass  of  Leny,”  1871  ; “The  Graves  o’  our  Ain  Folk,”  1874  ; 
“Glen  Ogle,”  1877  ; “Far  from  the  Busy  World,”  his 
Diploma  work,  1878;  “Among  the  Silent  Hills,”  1880; 
“The  Last  Best  of  the  Clansmen,”  1883;  “The  Pass  of 
Brander,”  1884;  “Glen  Orchy,”  1888;  “The  Cradle  of 
Argyle,”  1890;  “ The  Voice  of  Spring,”  1893;  “Moorland,” 
1896;  “A  Lonely  Shore,”  1898;  and  “ Dunure  Harbour,” 
1899. 

As  a painter  in  Water-Colours  he  produced  many 
works,  among  which  may  be  mentioned  a series — “ The 
Golfing  Greens  of  Scotland,”  which  were  afterwards  etched 
by  George  Aikman,  A.RS.A.  He  was  elected  to  the  rank 
of  Associate  of  the  Eoyal  Scottish  Academy  in  1871,  and 
to  that  of  Academician  in  1876.  Until  the  last  his  artistic 
power  remained  unimpaired.  He  died  on  1st  June,  at  his 
residence  in  Edinburgh. 

(Signed)  GEOEGE  REID, 

r resident. 


lloYAL  Scottish  Academy, 
Novemher  1899. 
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At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Eoyal  Scottish  Academy 
of  Painting,  Sculpture,  and  Architecture,  held  in  the 
Library  of  the  Academy  on  Wednesday,  the  8th  of 
November  1899,  the  Office-bearers  were  elected,  and  the 
Council  declared  for  the  ensuing  year,  as  follows : — 


CounctL 


SIR  GEORGE  REID,  Puesident. 


G.  OGILVY  REID,  Esq. 

W.  D.  M‘KAY,  Esq. 
ROBERT  M‘GREGOR,  Esq. 


J,  CAMPBELL  NOBLE,  Esq. 
W.  BEATTIE-BROWN,  Esq. 

J.  LAWTON  WINGATE,  Esq, 


GEORGE  HAY,  Esq.,  Secketarv. 
JOHN  HUTCHISON,  Esq.,  Treasurer. 


P.  W.  ADAM,  Esq. 

W.  BEATTIE-BROWN,  Esq. 


W.  D.  M‘KAY,  Esq.,  Librarian. 


G.  OGILVY  REID,  Esq. 
ROBERT  M'GREGOR,  Esq. 

J.  CAMPBELL  NOBLE,  Esq. 
W.  GRANT  STEVENSON,  Esq 
G.  OGILVY  REID,  Esq. 
ALEXANDER  ROCHE,  Esq. 
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